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OECD Economic Surveys: Slovenia 2020

Slovenia is among the fastest growing OECD countries with sound public finances and 
good labour market outcomes. Looking ahead, however, population ageing is leading 
to higher number of pensioners as the labour force becomes smaller and older. This 
development is creating two main challenges. The first is how to adjust public policies 
to contain ageing-related spending increases in pensions and health and long-term care. 
Longer working lives is the key to secure the pension system's fiscal sustainability, while 
better use of economic signals is key to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the 
health and long-term care systems. The second challenge is how to maintain growth with 
a changing workforce. In the near-term, there are still underutilised labour resources, 
such as older and low-skilled workers, to be mobilised. Thereafter, maintaining growth 
and income convergence requires faster productivity developments, pointing to a need 
for continuously improving labour allocation.
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Sovereign wealth funds manage a large share of the world’s invested capital. The 
action or inaction of these funds on climate finance is of crucial importance to the 
world’s ability to reach the goals of the Paris Agreement, and restrain global warming 
to below 2 degrees Celsius. However, sovereign wealth funds have so far played a very 
limited role in climate finance. This report provides guidance on how governments can 
support their sovereign wealth funds in becoming climate-aligned commercial investors. 
The establishment of synergies between sovereign wealth funds and strategic investment 
funds can help scale up investments in clean-energy infrastructure.
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OECD Skills Strategy Northern Ireland (United Kingdom)
Assessment and Recommendations

Skills are the key to shaping a better future and central to the capacity of countries and 
people to thrive in an increasingly interconnected and rapidly changing world. Megatrends 
such as globalisation, technological advances, and demographic change are reshaping work 
and society, generating a growing demand for higher levels and new sets of skills.

OECD Skills Strategy projects provide a strategic and comprehensive approach to assess 
countries’ skills challenges and opportunities and help them build more effective skills 
systems. The OECD works collaboratively with countries to develop policy responses that 
are tailored to each country’s specific skills needs. The foundation of this approach is the 
OECD Skills Strategy Framework, which allows for an exploration of what countries can do 
better to: 1) develop relevant skills over the life course; 2) use skills effectively in work and 
in society; and 3) strengthen the governance of the skills system.

This report, “OECD Skills Strategy Northern Ireland (United Kingdom): Assessment and 
Recommendations”, identifies opportunities and makes recommendations to reduce skills 
imbalances, create a culture of lifelong learning, transform workplaces to make better use 
of skills, and strengthen the governance of skills policies in Northern Ireland.
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Investment in higher education in OECD countries has increased substantially over the 
last 20 years, as a result of higher enrolment, increasing costs, government priorities related 
to skills, and research and innovation. Faced with economic and fiscal challenges, public 
authorities across the OECD need now more than ever to make thoughtful decisions about 
how to mobilise, allocate and manage financial and human resources in higher education. 
Effective action on the part of governments requires knowledge of international trends 
and alternative policy approaches; evidence from research and policy evaluations; and the 
practical experience of peers in other countries. The OECD Higher Education Resources 
Project addresses these needs by providing an accessible international evidence base for 
policy makers in Resourcing Higher Education, and targeted system-specific analyses in 
upcoming policy briefs and national policy reviews. 
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Making the Most of Technology for Learning and Training in 
Latin America
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Digitalisation is transforming the world of work and societies, and creating opportunities 
to learn and develop skills in new ways, times and places. The adoption and use of digital 
technologies can help Latin American countries close the skills gap with more advanced 
economies. Making the Most of Technology for Learning and Training in Latin America 
demonstrates how Latin American countries can realise the potential of new technologies 
for skills development in schools and all stages of life. It identifies barriers to accessing ICT 
infrastructure and connectivity limitations in Latin America, and provides recommendations 
on how they can be overcome to ensure that all students and citizens can benefit from 
new technologies for learning. The report explores the relationship between technology 
use in initial education and students’ performance in Latin America, and how policies can 
best support teachers as digital tools enter their classrooms. Digitalisation provides new 
opportunities for lifelong learning and this report examines the potential of open education 
and MOOCs in reaching those adults who are most in need of training in Latin American 
countries.
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Long waiting times for health services is an important policy issue in most OECD countries. 
Reducing the time that people have to wait to get a consultation with a general practitioner, 
or a diagnostic test or treatment, can go a long way in improving patient experience and 
avoiding possible deterioration in their health. Governments in many countries have 
taken various measures to reduce waiting times, often supported by additional funding, 
with mixed success. This report looks at how waiting times for elective treatment, which 
is usually the longest wait, have stalled over the past decade in many countries, and have 
started to rise again in some others. It also analyses the differences in how long people 
have to wait to get a consultation with general practitioners or specialists across countries. 
The report reviews a range of policies that countries have used to tackle waiting times for 
different services, including elective surgery and primary care consultations, but also cancer 
care and mental health services, with a focus on identifying the most successful ones.
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Over the Rainbow? The Road to LGBTI Inclusion
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Ensuring that LGBTI people – i.e. lesbians, gay men, bisexuals, transgender and intersex 
individuals – can live as who they are without being discriminated against or attacked is a 
concern worldwide. Discrimination against LGBTI people remains pervasive, while its cost 
is massive. It lowers investment in human capital due to bullying at school. It also reduces 
economic output by excluding LGBTI talents from the labour market and impairing their 
mental health, hence their productivity. This report provides a comprehensive overview of 
the extent to which laws in OECD countries ensure equal treatment of LGBTI people, and of 
the complementary policies that could help foster LGBTI inclusion. The report first identifies 
the legislative and regulatory frameworks in the areas of civil rights, protection against 
discrimination and violence, as well as health that are critical for the inclusion of sexual 
and gender minorities. The report then explores whether these laws are in force in OECD 
countries and examines the margin for further improvement. Finally, the report investigates 
the broader policy measures that should accompany LGBTI-inclusive laws in order to 
strengthen the inclusion of LGBTI people.
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Health at a Glance: Latin America and the Caribbean 2020 presents key indicators on 
health and health systems in 33 Latin America and the Caribbean countries. This first Health 
at a Glance publication to cover the Latin America and the Caribbean region was prepared 
jointly by OECD and the World Bank. Analysis is based on the latest comparable data 
across almost 100 indicators including equity, health status, determinants of health, health 
care resources and utilisation, health expenditure and financing, and quality of care. The 
editorial discusses the main challenges for the region brought by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
such as managing the outbreak as well as mobilising adequate resources and using them 
efficiently to ensure an effective response to the epidemic. An initial chapter summarises 
the comparative performance of countries before the crisis, followed by a special chapter 
about addressing wasteful health spending that is either ineffective or does not lead to 
improvement in health outcomes so that to direct saved resources where they are urgently 
needed.
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This report assesses whether training workers in small and medium-sized enterprises 
(SMEs) in Korea is adequate, relevant, and aligned to skills needs. It analyses policy options 
to expand access to training for SMEs, remove the barriers to training participation/
provision, and ensure that training provided by SMEs supports their growth and encourages 
innovation, particularly in the context of the 4th industrial revolution. Based on this 
analysis, this report provides actionable policy recommendations as well as good practice 
examples from OECD countries.
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Agriculture and Food
Agricultural Policy Monitoring and Evaluation 2020
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This annual report monitors and evaluates agricultural policies spanning all six continents, 
including the 36 OECD countries, the five non-OECD EU Member States, and 13 emerging 
economies. It is a unique source of up-to date estimates of support to agriculture using a 
comprehensive system of measuring and classifying support to agriculture – the Producer 
and Consumer Support Estimates (PSEs and CSEs), the General Services Support Estimate 
(GSSE) and related indicators – which provide insight into the increasingly complex nature 
of agricultural policy and serve as a basis for OECD’s agricultural policy monitoring and 
evaluation. Comprehensive country chapters and the Statistical Annex containing detailed 
background tables with indicators of agricultural support are available in electronic form on 
the publication website.
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The report presents an in-depth analysis of various policies that aim to reduce the 
greenhouse gas emissions of urban transport. Decarbonising transport lies at the core of 
efforts to mitigate climate change and has close links to urban sustainability and housing 
affordability. The report identifies the drivers of rising emissions in the urban transport 
sector and offers pathways to reduce them through a combination of transport and land 
use policies. The analysis yields a holistic welfare evaluation of these policies, assessing 
them according to their environmental effectiveness, their economic efficiency and their 
impact on fiscal balance and housing affordability. The report concludes that significant 
reductions in emissions from urban transport can be achieved through a careful alignment 
of transport policies designed to promote the use of public transit and electric vehicles, 
and land use policies, which foster a more compact urban form. The study is based on 
the case of Auckland, New Zealand but the lessons drawn are relevant for institutions and 
governments working on issues relating to urban sustainability, transport, housing and 
climate change mitigation.

https://doi.org/10.1787/928181a8-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/095848a3-en


page: 6

Development 

Cities in the World
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Cities are not only home to around half of the global population but also major centers 
of economic activity and innovation. Yet, so far there has been no consensus of what a 
city really is. Substantial differences in the way cities, metropolitan, urban, and rural areas 
are defined across countries hinder robust international comparisons and an accurate 
monitoring of SDGs. The report Cities in the World: A New Perspective on Urbanisation 
addresses this void and provides new insights on urbanisation by applying for the first time 
two new definitions of human settlements to the entire globe: the Degree of Urbanisation 
and the Functional Urban Area. Based on the definitions, the report presents new evidence 
of recent and future urbanisation trends and sheds light on the evolution of metropolitan 
areas around the globe. It examines whether and why quality of life differs between 
cities and other types of settlements. It analyses the relationship between economic 
development and the metropolitan system in countries around the world. Finally, it 
presents new evidence on the changing shape of cities and its impact on sustainability. The 
report demonstrates how globally consistent definitions of cities and metropolitan areas 
can contribute to more effective policy design.
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The development co-operation community needs to innovate to meet the global 
challenges ahead. Although it has an established track record for innovating partnerships, 
funding instruments and technologies, they are not enough to deliver the Sustainable 
Development Goals. This report synthesises the lessons emerging from an OECD 
Development Assistance Committee peer learning exercise on how innovation efforts can 
be strengthened, individually and collectively, to achieve the 2030 Agenda. The report 
is organised around three blocks – strategy, management and culture; organisation and 
collaboration; and, the innovation process – and provides recommendations on how 
innovation can best benefit poor and vulnerable people around the world.

Urban, Rural and Regional Development
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Oil 2020
Analysis and forecast to 2025
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Oil 2020 examines the key issues in demand, supply, refining and trade to 2025. This 
year, the report considers topics such as the impact of the new coronavirus (COVID-19) on 
demand; slowing supply growth in the United States and other non-OPEC countries; and 
the level of spare production capacity in OPEC countries to help meet demand growth. Oil 
2020 looks at the interplay between the expanding US influence in global oil supply and the 
demand from Asia for exports from the Middle East.

At the same time, global energy transitions are affecting the oil industry: companies 
must balance the investments needed to ensure sufficient supplies against the necessity 
of cutting emissions. In a decarbonising world, refiners face a big challenge from weaker 
transport fuel demand.

Energy
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